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Stritch reaches out to help after Hurricane Katrina 
Bearing witness to our Franciscan
values, members of the campus com-
munity have rallied in numerous ways
to help the victims of Hurricane
Katrina.
The University has opened its arms
and its doors to four students who
attended college in Louisiana, and sev-
eral individual members of the campus
community are involved in efforts that
speak to their hearts and their dedica-
tion to creating a caring community.
Probably the most dramatic story in
which Stritch is involved is that of
twins Sharita and Shanel Bryant, 
students at Xavier University in New
Orleans who were trapped in a flooded
dorm for six days without electricity 
or running water. 
Their time there was harrowing,
the twins said, dealing with the panic
of some of their 150 fellow students,
hearing drunken looters angrily threat-
ening them from outside, and witness-
ing some citizens of New Orleans 
having to be turned away from the
front door. They survived by rationing
whatever food students had in their
rooms and drinking beverages from a
vending machine broken into by a
security guard.
They were rescued by the
Coast Guard, which picked
them up in a small boat and
moved them to a bridge where
they spent eight hours in the
rain with a group of convicts
before being moved by bus out
of the area. The first thing they
were told while boarding the
bus was to put their heads
down, between their knees,
because they might be shot at
by people the buses had to
pass up near the Convention
Center.
The young women, both sopho-
mores, are from Milwaukee, 2004
graduates of Rufus King High School.
Stritch is providing them with free
rooms in our residence hall, helping
them to receive the
financial aid they
already were
awarded, and
remaining flexible
with the normal
a d m i s s i o n s
process.
“We enrolled at Stritch because
they were the only school (in
Milwaukee) that would really work
with us,” Sharita said. Other area
schools offered primarily red tape, the
twins indicated.
Desire Riley, from Milwaukee, who
was attending Dillard University in
New Orleans, also is enrolled at
Stritch. She is a senior majoring in
biology and is now living in Clare Hall.
Riley was in classes for about a week,
and also was able to leave the city, with
her roommate, before the hurricane hit.
Riley said her
New Orleans
apartment was
flooded, and she
lost all of her
clothing and other
belongings. Her
mother bought her
a plane ticket back
to Milwaukee. She
had heard about Stritch’s efforts to aid
displaced students and recommended
that her daughter enroll here.
“Catching up on all of the work has
been hard,” Riley said, “but everyone
here has been very welcoming and 
supportive.”
Amanda Cox, who originally was
from Grafton and was attending 
Del Gado Community College in
downtown New Orleans, evacuated the
area by car Saturday, Aug. 27, 
Amanda Cox
Desire Riley
Shanel and Sharita Bryant
~
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before Katrina struck, and
is staying with family
members in Cedarburg.
She’s now a sophomore
nursing student at Stritch. 
Remembering the military
Scott Weaver, director
of Planned Giving at
Stritch, has a son, Jon, who
is a Naval officer based at
the Seabee base in Gulfport, La. When
Jon contacted his father and told him
how desperate the conditions there
were after the storm, Weaver sprang
into action. He sent a campuswide e-
mail explaining that although the men,
women and children connected to the
base had food, water and shelter, they
had no personal hygiene or toiletry
products and no stores anywhere near
to buy them. 
Scores of people from Stritch
responded and donated four over-
stuffed carloads of goods. “It became 
a river of desperately needed goods,”
Weaver said. “Those good old
Franciscan values! How do you thank
them all who answered the call?”
Weaver’s son-in-law, Aaron Lipski,
and a friend, both Milwaukee firefight-
ers, loaded up a van and drove all night
to reach
Gul fpor t
the next
day. On
base, they
w e r e
allowed to
distribute
the sup-
p l i e s
directly to
the service
people and their families, with the help
of a chaplain. Most were living in
warehouses, because their homes, both
on base and off, had been destroyed.
Others were living in tents, with no
trees anywhere for shelter, and in
oppressive heat and humidity.
“Jon said that when they saw the
truck arrive, the people eagerly lined
up to receive the supplies,” Weaver
said. “The women were particularly
thankful for the baby formula, diapers
and wipes, because they had nothing
like that.
“To make matters
worse, these troops
are heading out to
Iraq in about two
weeks.”
Lipski told
Weaver that the dev-
astation was wide-
spread and almost
unbelievable.” It
would be as though
you were standing at
Mount Mary College
in Wauwatosa and
looked east to the
lake,” Weaver
recounted. “There
would be nothing. No
trees with leaves, no
houses, no streets, 
no garages, no vehicles. It boggles 
the mind.”
Reaching out at State Fair Park
Connie Borowicz, associate direc-
tor of Student Life, and the Rev.
Trinette McCray, executive director of
the Office of Vocation Development
also dove in after Katrina and provided
much needed help.
Under their direction, last Saturday
morning, students and staff went to
State Fair Park to provide the first in
what will be a continuing series of
“Fun and Frolic” events for displaced
families who are being housed there.
The event, which is meant to provide
respite for the people there, will con-
tinue as long as it is needed.
As part of the program, staff and
students offered a variety of activities.
Children participated in football, board
games, arts and crafts and other activi-
ties. Sister Adele Thibaudeau, director
of Campus Ministry, dressed as a
clown and provided additional enter-
tainment for the kids.
Amanda Cox, the student who had
been attending Del Gado Community
College in downtown New Orleans,
joined the volunteers.
“I just wanted to be able to talk with
people who understood the same
things, and to help them out,” she said.
“I have a roof over my head and they
have so much less.”
Borowicz said the program was
“one very specific thing we would con-
tribute to the families arriving at State
Fair Park. It also reflects the
University’s Franciscan values of creat-
ing a caring community and showing
compassion.”
The program will continue at the
same time and place, with different
activities each week.
Additional efforts
In addition to having been inter-
viewed on radio three times, McCray
thought that, because many of the peo-
ple at State Fair Park are black, it
would be good to provide them with
hair care products specially formulated
for them. She e-mailed all the African-
American employees at Stritch, who
donated eight bags of black hair care
products. When she took them to the
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This subcommittee’s goal is to ensure
that all campus programs and services are
equitable and seamless, from recruitment
to graduation and beyond, for a 
multidimensional student population.
We believe we are at a pivotal point in
the University’s history regarding 
streamlining and integrating the services
we provide students.
We also believe that,
as we have grown,
our sense of commu-
nity has changed and
we need to review
what “community”
means to everyone at
Stritch. 
At the same, it is
imperative that we
do whatever is necessary to bring about the
transformative learning of our students.
Because of the changing needs of our
diverse student population, additional
methods for enhancing student learning
need to be available.
In order to accomplish these goals, we
first need to collect the wide variety of data
the University has, analyze it and let 
people know campuswide who we serve
and in what capacities. This is vital to
framing discussions on what should be
provided to prospective and current stu-
dents and alumni. And, working within a
spirit of community, we believe it is 
important to provide forums for 
campuswide dialogue on these issues.
All services and programs that are pro-
vided must be properly supported so as to
embrace the guiding principle that 
“students are at the heart of all decisions
and practices.” We need a concerted effort
to overcome any institutional challenges
that impede student opportunities to attain
educational excellence. 
Those challenges come in many forms.
For example, in addition to needing 
appropriate funding for academic, health
and technological support and the 
renovation of student facilities, we need to
ensure that services are available when and
where students need them and that they
receive quality customer service. 
We also believe it is imperative to build
community with on- and off-campus 
students, through
endeavors that
include mentoring
programs; co-curric-
ular learning com-
munities; off-cam-
pus dinners; envi-
ronments in which
faculty, staff and 
students can gather
together; diversity
programs; student listservs and suggestion
boxes, etc.
And, we believe it is necessary to 
foster approaches and create learning
materials that all faculty can use to
enhance student learning and achievement,
in and out of the classroom. This can be
achieved through reviewing literature on
best practices used by other institutions
that embrace a learning community 
philosophy.
If students truly are at the heart of all
that we do, these steps are crucial to 
ensuring that Stritch remains a vital, 
quality educational facility, one that
embraces all the principles of a Franciscan
learning community.
Other members of this subcommittee:
Yaa Boayke (student)
Mary Jo Janicik
Marcia Laskey
Julie Mangan
William Mosconi
Nick Rutan (student)
Maria Von Arx
Beverly Watkins
Kim Wood
Our vision: 
Cardinal Stritch University is 
a Franciscan learning community
that acts courageously and 
with integrity to foster the 
transformation of lives.
The column below is the last in a series focusing on the five subcommittees work-
ing on enacting the University’s vision. Each column has examined the purpose
behind the subcommittee and key action plans.
Students Planning Subcommittee 
By Chris Robinson, Connie Borowicz and Monica Schmidt, 
Subcommittee chairs
residents at State Fair Park, the peo-
ple were ecstatic, McCray said. 
“It turns out they had planned to
have a black hairdresser come in on
Saturday, so the timing was perfect.” 
And the word got out. That
Sunday, someone at McCray’s
church came up to her and said,
“You’re the reverend who supplied
the black hair care products!” 
She also played a pivotal role in
tracking down the Bryant twins after
they had been interviewed on televi-
sion and radio and extending the
Stritch hand of welcome to them.
President Sister Mary Lea
Schneider cancelled the reception
that had been planned to follow last
week’s Opening Convocation and
donated the money that would have
been spent to the Red Cross. She
also called for donations to be made
after the convocation, and a total of
$1,387.09 – including about $100 in
change collected at The Bean coffee
stand — was sent to the charity.
Students in a bachelor of science
in management program in Kenosha
sold Mardi Gras beads last Sunday
as their class service project and
donated the proceeds to charity.
Sister Adele is collecting donations
for a “Children’s Book Brigade”
project that is based in Houston and
provides books for children dis-
placed by Katrina. And Linda
Steiner, vice president of Public
Relations and Communications, is
working to ensure that the compan-
ion animals of displaced people liv-
ing at State Fair Park are well cared
for.
“It’s wonderful to learn about all
these efforts,” Sister Mary Lea said.
“It shows that people not only
understand but truly live the values
of St. Francis.”
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The Troubadour supports the overall
mission, goals, and objectives of
Cardinal Stritch University, and is
meant to serve as a communications
tool for the campus community.
If you have feedback or 
story ideas, please contact
Public Relations at
prdept@stritch.edu.
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